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Chairman’s Report
Welcome to the Wentworth Estate Roads
Committee annual Chairman’s Report. The
purpose of this report is to inform you as to how
the Estate is faring, what we have accomplished
over the last 12 months and our plans for 2013.
I am delighted to report 2012 has been the most
successful and progressive year to date, notably;
• Income levels at an all-time high
(over £700,000).
• The most ever spent on road resurfacing
(circa £250,000).
• The adoption and roll out of the ‘live’
police ANPR security cameras.
• Increased full-time maintenance staff.
• A new and improved contract with
Knight Security Estate patrols.
• No reported burglaries from houses within
the private areas of the Estate.
• Assisted the Coronation Field Trustees in
the maintenance and appearance of the field.
• Successful court action against one resident
who had taken Estate land.
The Committee is very keen to maintain this
momentum to sustain the Estate as one of the premier
residential Estates in the country, if not globally. We

are unique: unique in size – we have approximately
720 houses across the Estate; unique in that we are
set within extensive private grounds of 1,700 acres;
unique in that within the Estate the club offers an
unprecedented 63 holes of golf across three 18
hole courses, one of international recognition and a
par3 nine hole; unique in our diversity of property
– we boast properties from under £1million to
reputedly over £50million, of particular note one sold
earlier this for £20m. There will never be another
Wentworth.
In order to continue this momentum the Committee
is preparing for the future, we consider it essential to
plan ahead. The Committee has recently spent much
time on considering what can be done and evaluating
how this can be achieved. One resident recently said
“the role of the Wentworth Estate Roads Committee is
to oil the machine and there is only so many ways this
can be done” - this is very true but we aim to consider
how we oil, when we oil, what oil we use and can
we change the oil for the future. At the forthcoming
Wentworth Resident’s Association AGM, to be held
on Monday 4 February in the Clubhouse Ballroom
we will provide an insight as to what we are planning.
We invite you to attend and be enlightened with
our Wentworth Vision.
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Further Notable Achievements 2012
Verges
The Estate maintenance team has undertaken the
objective to reinstate the verges. Of particular note;
• A two metre new grass verge was restored to
Nuns Walk.
• Virginia Drive has wide verges, areas were cut.
This will be continued in 2013.
• A swath was cut either side of the road through the
wood along Portnall Rise in between the 1st hole
of the East course and the 2nd hole of the West.
• The bend by the Executive course on West Drive
was opened up to improve the safety and
sightlines, as was the bend in Beechwood Road.
• The hedges bordering Coronation Field were
reduced to improve the vista.
• In addition to the restoration of the verges for
the third year running we have planted about
7,000 daffodil and narcissus bulbs.
Security Cameras
Three additional ANPR cameras were installed
at Virginia Drive, Abbots Drive and Friars Road.
These cameras feed ‘live’ readings of all the vehicle
number plates to Surrey police, any suspect vehicle
is flagged up and if appropriate the police will
attend immediately, alternatively for less serious
suspect cars the data is sent to Safer Runnymede
who subsequently contact Knight Security who
will attend. Petty offences such as no MOT, tax,
insurance or registered keeper are of no interest
and will not be pursued. We are the first Estate in
the country to have this system and already other
private Estates are enquiring of the benefits and
how they can do likewise. Hopefully by the time
you receive this additional cameras will have been
installed at Woodlands Road East and West and
Gorse Hill Road and Lane. The plan is to continue
with the installation of these cameras and hopefully
all 10 remaining entrances will be covered in 2013.

Early in 2012 we were delighted by Runnymede
Borough Council’s decision to withdraw its plans
to implement pay and display along Station Parade
and Station Approach. This alleviated the potential
problem of cars parking in nearby roads, notably
Abbey Road. I would like to thank resident and
county councillor Mel Few and Estate Manager,
James Periton for their representations at the crucial
meeting.
Construction Sites
The number of construction sites increased
significantly in 2012 proving even in difficult
economic times there is confidence amongst
developers and residents. The numbers increased
from 30 in 2011 to 45. This had led to income being
bolstered by nearly £200,000. It is worth noting not
only have the number of sites increased but the size of
the developments have also. It is now not uncommon
for schemes to have basements of large proportions a
number of which are circa 15,000 sqft below ground
alone. We acknowledge disruption damage and
disturbance is inevitable, however I pledge we will
do all we can to minimise the problems.
2012 Finances
The unprecedented progress has come at a cost.
With the commitment to the road resurfacing and the
installation of cameras, at the time of going to print it
is likely we will finish with a deficit of circa £65,000.
However, it should be noted the Committee made
a pledge to spend the £47,000 surplus from 2011
directly on road resurfacing, This is included in the
2012 deficit.
We hold no secrets to our finances, every pound
is spent in the interest of the Estate. By comparison
with other private Estates we offer incredible value
and compared to one other well known similar Estate
we are about half of their annual Road Rate.

Roads
We spent nearly a quarter of a million pounds on
resurfacing the road network – the highest ever. This
included the widening and edging on the thoroughfare
roads. Portnall Drive was resurfaced from the A30 up
to the junction with North Drive, the second phase
continued up North Drive hill. We are again grateful
to Spadeoak for their high quality product.
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and monitor the construction sites. If you are aware of
any misdemeanour from either construction sites or
other please call the patrol car direct 07825 807998.

Plans for 2013

As mentioned earlier we are committed to continue
the momentum and enhance the Estate but I am
delighted to state we have managed to budget for just
a 3.5% increase in the Road Rate. We anticipate the
number of construction sites will continue to increase
and subsequently so will the financial contributions.
May we encourage you to settle the Road Rate
demand as soon as possible and commend to you
Direct Debit, please contact Sharon Jones for details.
Of particular note the plan is to install the remaining
10 ANPR cameras at the entrances, such as
Wentworth Drive, West Drive, East Drive, Portnall
Drive and Springwoods. This is expected to cost
circa £175,000. This will be financed from reserves
as opposed to a tranche payment from residents.
The road resurfacing will continue with £100,000
resurfacing of Portnall Road. This is one of the main
arteries to the Estate that needs widening as well as
resurfacing.
We will continue to work closely with the Club
especially during the PGA tournament in May. This
year’s tournament had a completely revised traffic
plan to try and alleviate queues. The plans for the 2013
tournament have yet to be finalised but rest assured the
Estate will be considered and represented.
The Wentworth Resident’s Association continues
to represent the Estate for matters on the periphery
and in particular the proposed redevelopment of
the DERA site adjacent to Chobham Common.
For example, the WRA has invested in Traffic
Management investigations to analyse the impact
the proposed development that includes new housing
will have on the Estate. Many of you are not Resident
Association members, may I urge you to join, it is
a mere £25. For further information please email
wentworthresidentsassociation@gmail.com
Knights Security will continue to patrol the Estate

And Finally
On behalf of the Committee members I would like
to thank Sharon Jones and James Periton for another
year of admirably running the Estate Office and Road
Rate Budget. Often unbeknown to many residents
Sharon and James have to regularly deal with issues
and complaints from; parking problems, building site
infringements, smoke from bonfires, noisy garden
machinery, dog barking and even earlier this year
with the Paparazzi when Brad Pitt and Angelina
Jolie took temporary residence! The Estate Office
is located at the rear of the clubhouse and is open
Monday to Friday, 9.00am – 5.30pm. It exists for
your benefit, the telephone number is 01344 842819.
I would also like to thank the maintenance staff
for their efforts in admirably keeping the Estate well
presented. And finally I would like to thank all the
Committee members for giving up their own time
and resources for the interest of the Estate. Without
them the Estate simply will not operate.
I would especially like to thank Syvia Lady
Dhenin who after many, many years service on
the Statutory Committee has had to step down
as she no longer owns a property on the Estate.
I am pleased to say Syvia will continue as a
Planning Sub-Committee member. We therefore
have a vacancy on the Statutory Committee. If
you are interested in standing please contact Eric
Leon, Chairman of the Residents Association, at
wentworthresidentsassociation@gmail.com
May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a
happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
- Tony Ashfield
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Swans on the lake
The female duck is not a good
mother, whereas the coots and
moorhens protect their young.
Also, we believe two shelducks
have now made their home on the
lake, however this species can be
aggressive to other wildlife.
Unfortunately this year a large
number of gulls have taken up
residence around the lake. Until
recently it was a fact that if gulls
were inland it meant stormy
weather out to sea, however
naturalists now think that these
gulls have moved inland in search
of food. This has made feeding the
swans difficult as the gulls will
swoop down with no regard as to
who they hurt. We hope they are
not here on a permanent basis.
At the moment we are feeding
approximately 28 loaves of
bread per week plus corn, we are
therefore very grateful to Julian
Small CEO and the Wentworth
Club for their continued support.
It would be impossible to carry out
the feeding programme without
it. We’d also like to thank Dot
Beeson of The Swan Sanctuary in
Shepperton and the PGA European
Tour for erecting suitable fencing
around the south of the lake during
the tournament to protect the then
very young cygnets from the cars
and spectators.
- Janet and Tony.
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In the interest of the Estate and
residents, I would like to raise a
few points...
Verges – Please do not drive or
park on the grass verges. Please use
appropriate passing places.
We aim to reduce the number of
verge rocks. If you have verge
protection like this we would ask
whether they could be removed or
reduced in number.
Trees – All trees larger than 9” in
diameter are governed by Estate
covenants. If you wish to remove any
such tree prior written approval from
the Estate office must be obtained.
Planning – If you wish to extend or
redevelop your property under the
Estate covenants you are required to
submit plans to the Estate office.
Bonfires – Whilst bonfires are
permitted on the Estate we would
request residents and their gardeners
respect their neighbours; please
consider the weather and when you
are having them.
Gardeners – We request contract
gardeners do not blow the leaves
into Estate ditches or roads. The use
of leaf blowers (and other garden
machinery) we accept is a modern
day necessity but we would ask the
use of them is restricted over the
weekends and bank holidays.
Dogs – Please do not allow your dog
to foul on Estate roads or verges.
Golf Buggies – The use of golf
buggies is restricted to 16 years+ and
must be insured.
Filming – We do not encourage
the use of private residences for
filming as in theory it is in breach
of the Estate covenants. If you are
considering using your property
please contact the Estate Office.
and finally... Speed – Please keep to
the 20mph speed limit.
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2012 has been a great year for
the swans on the lake here at
Wentworth. I am pleased to report
the mute swans Jerry and Margot
are still with us for their third year.
On the 28th April they produced
four cygnets, unfortunately 11
days later one went missing and
we do not know if this was due
to natural causes or predator. Now
seven months later the remaining
three are almost fully grown and
we have seen all of them fly
down to our feeding position. We
are expecting Jerry and Margo
to chase them off the lake late
December/early January, as is the
norm where the whole process
will start over again. It is quite
obvious that Jerry and Margot
now consider the lake to be their
permanent home.
We have been looking after
the lake’s inhabitants for some
15 years now and we can never
remember having so many
young. This year we have had
six to seven coot nests rearing
about 18 young, moorhens have
also thrived with young again in
double figures. To remind some
of you when we used to have the
swans, George and Mildred they
were less hospitable and would
ward off many species. As far
as mallard ducks are concerned,
despite the larger numbers on the
lake, we only saw one duckling.

Your
Attention
Please!

